
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

ÁHUTI 

The Nrityagram Dance Ensemble in 

collaboration with the Chitrasena Dance 

Company 

Performances in Sri Lanka in April 2024 

 
PROJECT REPORT 



INTRODUCTION TO THE PROJECT  

 
 
 
 
 

Founded by Guru Chitrasena with a vision to inspire and exhilarate through the 

traditional dances and drums of Sri Lanka, the Chitrasena Vajira Dance Foundation 

has always been at the forefront of transforming the traditional arts landscape in 

Sri Lanka.  Guru Chitrasena founded his dance company in 1943, pioneering the way for 

Sri-Lanka’s traditional dances, confined to the village rituals and perahera’s, to be 

carefully adapted to meet the standards of the world stage. By reviving and refining 

elements of ancient rituals, he was able to present a unique and highly acclaimed dance-

art to contemporary audiences; while the Chitrasena Kalayathanaya (School of Dance) 

was a first in the country with a primary focus on training professional traditional dance 

artistes for the stage, through a homegrown robust syllabus that sets the Chitrasena style 

apart. 

 

As the Chitrasena Dance Company celebrates 80 years of impactful work, the 

Foundation planned to present a globally acclaimed production, “Āhuti”, — a dance 

collaboration between India’s and Sri Lanka’s premier dance companies – 

Nrityagram and Chitrasena.  

 

 

PROJECT OBJECTIVES   

 

India and Sri Lanka, as member nations of various regional and multilateral 

organizations, have strived for years to bolster their cultural and commercial ties. 

Recognizing the deep-rooted historical bond between the two countries spanning over 

2500 years, the staging of Āhuti aimed to further enrich the understanding of their shared 

culture and history.  

 

1. Promotion of Ancient Dance Forms: The project aimed to foster a greater 

appreciation for two ancient dance forms, Odissi and Kandyan, and present them to 

modern audiences in a relevant and compelling manner. By showcasing the beauty 

and intricacy of these art forms, we sought to preserve and promote cultural heritage. 

 

2. Unity Through Art: At the Chitrasena Dance Company, we firmly believe in the 

unifying power of art, transcending differences in race, religion, ethnicity, and 

geographical setting. Despite the diverse evolution of dance in India and Sri Lanka, 

the project aimed to highlight the common cultural roots shared by both countries 

and deepen bilateral bonds through meaningful collaboration. 

 

“Chitrasena and Vajira are not only great dancers and artists, they are legends and 
they are a Sri-Lankan tradition.”—Dr. Radhika Coomaraswamy 

 



3. Exposure to International Standards: Āhuti presented a rare chance for Sri Lankan 

audiences to experience art and artists of global acclaim. By bringing together 

Nrityagram and Chitrasena, both recognized worldwide for their excellence, the 

project aimed to expose local audiences to international standards of artistic 

expression and performance. 

 

 

PROGRAMME OUTLINE  

Building on the creative bond forged between the world renowned Nrityagram Dance 

Ensemble of India and the Chitrasena Dance Company since 2011, Āhuti, is the second 

international collaboration between the two companies. This production seamlessly 

melds the traditional beauty of Odissi and Kandyan dance styles, set to exquisite rhythms 

from both countries. Āhuti was conceptualized and choreographed by Surupa Sen, Artistic 

Director of the Nrityagram Dance Ensemble, a recipient of the prestigious Nritya 

Choodamani award. Heshma Wignaraja, Artistic Director of the Chitrasena Dance 

Company is the Assistant choreographer and created the production’s Kandyan Dance 

sections and the Kandyan Drum compositions were set by Prasanna Rupathilake, one of 

the most senior traditional drum exponents of the island.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Āhuti 
{Sanskrit: Invoking | Pali: Offering} 

 
Accompanied by a live orchestra, the performance runs for 90 minutes including a 20 minute intermission 

The team included 8 dancers, 5 musicians/percussionists and 1 technical personnel 
 



https://fb.watch/lQpSOu0wxj/?mibextid=Nif5oz 
  
https://youtu.be/X-QYQF-PeKw 
 
https://fb.watch/lQp_OpsoCr/?mibextid=Nif5oz 

“The interplay of styles is exciting and 
illuminating…… The detail is 
extraordinary. Shimmering hands radiate 
the brilliance of a gem. A sudden widening 
of the distance between thumb and 
forefinger has more impact than most 
dancers’ leaps. When Shiva opens his 
third eye, you know it.” 

The New York Times 

This program, Āhuti, which means “offering,” 
featured four numbers: Sankirtanam (“a prayer), 
Poornarati,Invoking Shiva and Àlap. While all were 
quite expressive and evocative, the two that 
featured both dance companies — Poornarati and 
Àlap — were by far the most vibrant and engaging 
to my eye.  

Leslie Dinaberg,  
Santa Barbara Independent 

In keeping with the high standards 
of ‘Samhara’ choreographic work, 
‘Ahuti’ has raised the artistic bar of 
Nrityagram and Chitrasena Dance 
Company of Sri Lanka.  

Dr. Sunil Kothari, 
https://narthaki.com/ 

PERFORMING GLOBALLY 

Following the premiere of Āhuti at the Chowdiah Memorial Hall, Bangalore back in 

September 2019, this production has been performed across India and USA and 

continues to be performed at prestigious venues and festivals: 

 Āhuti has done three tours to the USA in 2019, 2022 and 2023 since its premiere, 
including a performance at the prestigious Fall for Dance festival in New York in 2022. 

 The highlight of the last tour to the US in April/May 2023, were 6 nights of 
performances with standing ovations at the prestigious Joyce Theatre in New York, 
with distinguished guests in the audience including Mikhail Baryshnikov, Mark 
Morris, Judith Jamison and Sharmila Tagore. 

 Āhuti has performed in different cities across India from 2019 – 2023, including a 
performance at the Jaipur Literature Festival described as the ‘greatest literary show 
on Earth’. 

 Due to covid travel restrictions, Āhuti premiered online, presented by The Arts Center 
at NYU, Abu Dhabi on the 17th of February 2021. 

Āhuti is a captivating and inspiring production that has received rave reviews from critics 
and audiences alike.  
 
 

 

 

 
  

https://fb.watch/lQpSOu0wxj/?mibextid=Nif5oz
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PROJECT OUTCOME 

 
JAFFNA- THE JAFFNA CULTURAL CENTRE 
21ST OF 2024 

Āhuti captivated a highly receptive audience in Jaffna, where the performance was open 

to all without ticketing. Free passes were distributed to those interested, resulting in an 

audience of approximately 500 attendees. The resounding standing ovation that 

concluded the performance served as a testament to its remarkable success. 

COLOMBO- THE BISHOP’S COLLEGE AUDITORIUM  
25TH AND 26TH OF APRIL 2024 

The magic of Āhuti, which brought together the traditions of Odissi and Kandyan dance 

from two countries across the Palk Straits, touched many hearts and showcased the 

power and possibilities of true cultural collaboration. The audience’s response has been 

overwhelmingly positive. One patron described the event as a rare and perfect blend of 

art that uplifted their spirits, praising the mastery and discipline of the dancers and 

describing the performance as "world-class" and a rare delight in Colombo. Another 

praised the blend of traditions, highlighting how culture could triumph where politics 

and economics might falter, creating an equitable meeting ground through art. These 

responses illustrate the profound impact of bringing such productions to Sri Lanka, and 

your support helped make these moments of joy and cultural pride possible. 

The two performances held in Colombo received standing ovations on both days, with the 

team performing to an almost packed theater. The following quotes will illustrate the 

success and impact of bringing a world-class collaborative production between Sri Lanka 

and India to Sri Lankan audiences. 

 



CONCLUSION  

With the conclusion of the project, we would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
India Sri Lanka Foundation for coming on board with us to support us in our endeavour 
to promote bi lateral relations between the two countries through the sustenance of 
heritage and culture. At a time when traditional art forms are often compromised to suit 
commercial opportunities, and the few traditional artists who wait patiently and fight for 
the right opportunities are seldom seen, your belief in the vision of our dance company is 
invaluable.  
Therefore, thank you for your generous contribution and unwavering support. We look 

forward to your continued support in fostering the work of the Chitrasena Vajira Dance 

Foundation, helping us to achieve more moments of artistic excellence and cultural pride.  

 

 

RECOGNITION OF THE ISLF  

 

Since the India-Sri Lanka Foundation Grant was confirmed a few days before our 

performances, our promotional campaigns had already been published with the 

information at that time. However, it was agreed that displaying banners at the event 

venue in Colombo and mentioning the organization by the compere would suffice under 

the circumstances. The banners were prominently displayed in the foyer area of the 

Bishop’s College Auditorium. We welcomed an audience of 609 on the 25th of April and 

689 on the 26th of April. During our opening announcement, we acknowledged the ISLF 

contribution towards our project. Images of the displayed ISLF banners, the audience, 

and the performance are attached below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PICTURE GALLERY  



                              

 

Images of the ISLF banners displayed at the Colombo venue. 

 

 

   

                               

 

                       

Audience at the performance held at the Jaffna Cultural Centre 

 

 

 

 

 



           

 

Audiences at the performances held at the Bishop’s College Auditorium, Colombo. 

 

 

 

 

Images of the performances 



 APPENDIX 1- EXPENSE SHEET  

 

 


