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1. Introduction to PROMOTE INDIAN BUDDHIST TOURISM IN SRI LANKA

Government of India play a significant role in preserving and promoting Buddhism in India as
well as in Sri Lanka. The Prime Minister Narendra Modi has already pledged support to Sri
Lankan government to strengthen bi-lateral ties to promote Buddhist tourism in both countries.
Following India’s pledge and the commitment, thousands of Sri Lankan have been traveling
India for the purpose of pilgrimage. This small project is designed to add value to the effort of
Indian government.

It is in this context, the project titled ‘Promote Indian Buddhist Tourism in Sri Lanka is design to
visit India, and produce a series (At least five) of short video documentaries highlighting one of
the significant Buddhist tourist attractions Kushinagar (Parinirvana Temple, Wat Thai Temple,
Matha Kuar Shrine, Meditation Park, Ramabhar Stupa, Buddha Temple, Japanees Temple etc.).
Our project team will not make documentary about chines temple. While many rich people
aware about this place, a large amount of Buddhist devotees and tourists from the middle-class
segment do not have a good knowledge on the vitality of this place.

It is extremely important to use digital video storytelling techniques and introduce Kushinagar
which is a place where Lord Buddha attained Nirvana to the Sri Lankan and thousands of
devotees living abroad. It is famous for numerous monasteries and stupas dating back years ago
are almost in relics now. The ancient city of Kushinagar is the final resting place of Gautama
Buddha and thus is considered to be the most important pilgrim spots for the Buddhist followers.

2. Brief description of the PROMOTE INDIAN BUDDHIST TOURISM IN SRI LANKA

The objective of this project is to use power of visual storytelling and promote one of the most
significant Buddhist tourist attractions — Kushinagar in Sri Lanka.

While the broader idea is to capture the significance of Kushinagar in term of carrying the richest
Buddhist culture, the project will specifically focus on making video stories about all the temple,
shrines, cultural places that amplifies the Buddhism in India.

3. Program outline
This project conducted a study of Buddhist shrines in India and investigated their values.
For that, basically the facts mentioned in the book as well as facts were collected from the
Buddhist monks living in Sri Lanka.
In this way, information was given to the tourist people living in Sri Lanka in the form of video
talks about several places where Buddha's transmigration took place in the northern part of India
and several shrines explaining Buddhist cultures in other countries.
For this purpose, my team and | went on a one-week trip to India and collected darshan of those
places and other necessary information.
After returning to Sri Lanka and doing the post-production process of the video stories, | was

able to produce 6 video stories.



4. Detailed explanation of the PROMOTE INDIAN BUDDHIST TOURISM IN SRI
LANKA

It was arranged to get the necessary information for this project from the Lords living in Sri
Lanka. By doing so, we were able to gain knowledge about the current ideologies in Sri Lanka
and the knowledge and attitudes of the Sri Lankan community about the religious places located
in the northern part of India.

This will provide an opportunity to be armed with information and to engage in the future of the
project with a basic idea, primarily at the pre-production stage.

Then we needed to find a resource person who could go to India and make the coordination to
work there, but due to the economic instability, many travel agencies that take tourists to
religious places had stopped their trips, so it was difficult for us to provide the resource
contribution.

However, we then proceeded to obtain visas and travel tickets. Due to the high cost of the tickets,
only two of us had to participate in the tour.

Received visa facility from 01 November 2023 and traveled to India on 23 December 2023.

Staying in Kushi Nagar, India from the 23rd to the 30th, obtaining the necessary frames for
video story creation, compiling information, etc., were done.

Travel time table

23 Dec 2023 From Colombo Departer Time 03.30 Fligt number 6E 1172 (A320) to Chennai
Arrive 04.55

23 Dec 2023 From Chennai Departer Time 07.55 Flight Number 6E 293 (A320) to Hyderabad
Arrive 09.25

23 Dec 2023 From Hyderabad Departer Time 11.15 Flight Number 6E 886 (A320) to Gorakphur
Arrive 13.20

29 Dec 2023 From Gorakphur Departer Time 13.55 Flight Number 6E 6319 (A320) to
Hyderabad Arrive 16.05

29 Dec 2023 From Hyderabad Departer Time 17.45 Flight Number 6E 598 (A320) to Chennai
Arrive 19.00

30 Dec 2023 From Chennai Departer Time 01.05 Flight Number 6E 1171 (A320) to Colombo
Arrive 02.30

We had to face a practical problem of obtaining information from the temples through interviews
as most of the temples are occupied by priests who speak Hindi or other languages and they have
difficulty in handling English. We were able to include a discussion about the Japanese Sri
Lankan Friendship Temple only because there was a Sri Lankan name at work.

In a period of 6 days, we went to 6 temples and got the necessary darshan by getting their
information and collected information by filming places like Royal Thai Ashram, Sri Lanka
Japanese Temple, Ramabhar Stupa, Parinirvana Stupa, Myanmar Ashram, Chinese Temple etc.
received

After getting the required views, he returned to Sri Lanka on 30.12.2023, after which the post-
production work was started.

The post-production process made it possible to prepare 06 video products with a duration of not

less than 05 minutes as it was expected to carry out advertising activities to Sri Lankan tourists
through social media.



The productions were created by including background dialogues in English and sub-titles in
Sinhala.

5. Outcome of the PROMOTE INDIAN BUDDHIST TOURISM IN SRI LANKA

The public viewing of videos prepared by this project will enable any Buddhist and non-
Buddhist tourists living in Sri Lanka to gain an understanding of the tourist religious places in
the Krushi Nagar region of India.

Buddhist tourists living in Sri Lanka often travel through travel agencies and they will also have
the opportunity to gain some understanding of the places before the trip.

This is a valuable time for private travelers and they have opportunities to watch these videos
through social media and get the necessary guidance whenever they need.

Since these designs are done in English, even foreigners can get an understanding of the
Buddhist shrines in India.

These videos can be stored as fixed assets due to their potential to be used for a long time.

6. Conclusion

There are many other such religious places in India and creating a series of video stories
including those places seems timely.

It would also be important if these video stories could be shared through social media as well as
specifically to travel agencies that can be contacted.



7. Public Recognition of the foundation (Social media, Newspaper articles,

Press Releases, etc)
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e These videos are planned to be Promote on social media channels in the near future.

Story Screening at 02 places in Matara District

This video stories were planned to be shown at the Indian Cultural Centre. The support
of the cultural center was good for that, but gathering the crowd was a practical problem
for me.

Therefore, | appreciate your permission to conduct the work at the Matara Ruhuna
University and Youth Service Council office upon my request.

As planned, two programs were organized and completed successfully in two days. The
pictures, videos and signed documents are attached.

Places
01. Culturel Corner in University Of Ruhuna
02. District Office in National Youth Service Council Matara
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 SCREENING DAY
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& MATARA DISTRICT OFFICE - NATIONAL YOUTH COUNCIL

roduced by - Xapila Ramanayake

Supported by - India Sri Lanka Foundation

Story Screening Day Video Link - https://youtu.be/uP6xDizY CME

PROMOTE INDIAN BUDDHIST TOURISM
IN SRI LANKA

Story Screening Day

INDIA - sHELANKA

at University Of Ruhuna &
NYSC Matara

rartly iptaaded

Nov 30 UOR Matara
Dec 07 YSC Mataro

Wetched

Location No Of Paritcipant

Male Female
Cultural Corner in University Of Ruhuna 13 34
District Office in National Youth Service Council Matara 11 20



https://youtu.be/uP6xDizYCME

Handout given to Participants

PROMOTE INDIAN BUDDHIST TOURISM IN SRI LANKA

@ Culturel Corner at University Of Ruhuna
@ District Office in National Youth Service Council Matara
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Pictures
Cultural Corner in University Of Ruhuna




9. Picture gallery
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