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1. INTRODUCTION TO “SUBA”: 

 

Exploring Theatre for Knowledge Sharing: 

The India-Sri Lanka Foundation, in collaboration with Sri Palee Campus - University of Colombo and 

The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, India, orchestrated a transformative seven-days theatre 

acting workshop for the students of Sri Palee Campus. Held from December 30th, 2023, to January 

5th, 2024, at the same venue, the workshop was skillfully facilitated by Prof. Darshan Purohith, a 

distinguished senior lecturer from The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. 

Main Objective: 

At the core of this workshop lay the aspiration to hone the students' acting abilities, with a dedicated 

emphasis on non-verbal acting techniques. Furthermore, the workshop sought to instill a deep 

appreciation for Environmental Theatre, a concept championed by the revered Guru Ji Rabindranath 

Tagore.   

 

2. DETAILED EXPLANATIONS OF THE EVENT: 

The eight-day workshop, spanning from December 29th, 2023, to January 5th, 2024, commenced 

daily from 8:30 am to 5:30 pm, encompassing lunch and tea breaks for participants' sustenance. 

Following the workshop, a captivating performance unfolded, featuring 60 students who delved into 

the narrative of Guru Ji Rabindranath Tagore’s poignant short story, "SUBA." This production 

ingeniously interwove Indian-Sri Lankan cultural elements, portraying the plight of the innocent girl, 

Suba, ensnared by societal constraints. 

Culminating in a mesmerizing 45-minute environmental theatre performance at the 'NUGA TREE' 

performing arena, the workshop found its creative impetus in Tagore’s timeless tale, 'SUBA.' The 

opening and final ceremonies, meticulously orchestrated by the student theatre circle 'ARUNDATHI,' 

lent an aura of theatrical grandeur to the event. 

Financially, the India-Sri Lanka Foundation and the Performing Arts Department of Sri Palee Campus 

jointly supported the program. The Board of Directors of the India-Sri Lanka Foundation generously 

allocated SLR. 355,000/- towards the workshop's expenses. The remaining costs were managed by 

the Performing Arts Department of Sri Palee Campus, resulting in a grand total expenditure of SLR. 

700,000.00/- (Please refer to attachments A and B). 

 

3. OUTCOME OF THE THEATRE WORKSHOP ON STUDENT DEVELOPMENT: 

 

The theatre workshop held at Sri Palee Campus, University of Colombo, had a profound impact on 

the development of participating students, fostering personal growth and artistic enrichment. 



 

 Enhanced Acting Skills: Through intensive training and practical exercises led by Prof. 

Darshan Purohit, students honed their acting abilities, gaining proficiency in non-verbal 

acting techniques. This refinement of skills not only bolstered their confidence but also 

deepened their understanding of the nuances of dramatic expression. 

 

 Cultural Appreciation: The incorporation of Indian-Sri Lankan cultural elements into the 

workshop's performance provided students with a platform to explore and celebrate their 

cultural heritage. This immersion experience instilled a sense of pride and appreciation for 

diverse cultural traditions, fostering cultural sensitivity and understanding among 

participants. 

 

 

 Storytelling Proficiency: The adaptation of Rabindranath Tagore’s short story, "SUBA," for 

the workshop's performance challenged students to delve into the art of storytelling. 

Through their interpretation of Suba's narrative, students not only showcased their creative 

abilities but also gained insights into the power of storytelling as a means of communication 

and expression. 

 

 Team Collaboration: The collaborative nature of theatre production necessitated effective 

teamwork and communication among students. By working together to bring the 

performance to life, students learned the importance of cooperation, coordination, and 

mutual respect, skills essential for success in both artistic and professional endeavors. 

 

 

 Personal Growth: Beyond the realm of artistic development, the theatre workshop provided 

students with a platform for personal growth and self-discovery. Many students reported 

gaining newfound confidence, overcoming stage fright, and discovering hidden talents 

through their participation in the workshop. This transformative experience empowered 

students to embrace challenges, take risks, and step out of their comfort zones. 

 

Overall, the theatre workshop at Sri Palee Campus proved to be a catalyst for student development, 

fostering creativity, cultural appreciation, teamwork, and personal growth among participants. The 

skills and experiences gained during the workshop will undoubtedly leave a lasting impact on the 

lives and future endeavors of the students involved. – 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



OUR RESOURSE PERSON 

 

BIO - BRIEF  

Prof.Darshan Satish Chandra Purohit 

Department of Dramatics 
Faculty of Performing Arts 
The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda    
Vadodara 
 

Academic Qualifications:  

# B.Sc. (Physics)  

# B.A and M.A (Indian Classical Dance Bharatanatyam)  

# BPA and MPA (Dramatics/Theatre Arts)  

# UGC- NET (Performing Arts)  

# Research (Performing Arts)  

 Area of Expertise:  

# Drama/Theatre Arts (Classical Indian and Folk drama, Western drama)  

# Acting and Direction 

# Art Aesthetics 

# Bharatanatyam Dance 

# Academic Experience: Diploma, UG/PG teaching experience of 22 years.  

Visiting Professor/ Fellow at various Universities and Institutions in India and Abroad viz;  

# Rabindranath Tagore Institute and Mahatma Gandhi Institute, University of Mauritius, Republic of 

Mauritius 

# UGC-TEC Nominee India to Mauritius, 2010/11(Curriculum Design and Development)  

# Project Coordinator: Academic and Cultural Cooperation, MSU and Durham University, UK, 2009 

# Invited Artiste and Chief Guest at Heritage week celebrations and Colloquium at NMMU, Port 

Elizabeth, South Africa, 2016 

# IIM Indore, Integrated Programme in Management (Film making)  

# Member, Research Advisory Committee, Department of Drama, Rabindra Bharati University, 

Kolkata 

# Expert Member/ Convener of Elite National Committee of UGC NET, NTA (CUET- UG/PG), IGNOU, 

JNU etc 

# Expert Member, Board of Studies: Children's University, Gandhinagar 



# Expert Member, Kendriya Vidyalaya Management Committee. 

# Resource Person at B. Ed colleges and departments.  

# Paper presentations at State, National and international seminars and conferences here and abroad 

# Publication in various journals and chapter contribution in books.  

Professional experience: Nearly 30 years of performing at state, national and international forums 

# Nearly 700 guest lectures, invited talks, workshops, lecture demonstrations etc 

# Member of Jury at several major youth festivals, drama and dance festivals, competitions etc, since 

last 25 years.  

# Widely toured UAE, USA, UK, MAURITIUS, SOUTH AFRICA etc  

# Videos available on YouTube and others 

 

# Actor/ Director (Drama, TV and Films)  

# Performer/ Choreographer (Bharatanatyam)  

# Resource Person in Performing Arts 

Recipient of many awards and accolades  

# Shingar Mani and Swami Haridas Samman, Sur Singar Samsad 

# Best actor/director awards at various forums and festivals,  

# Outstanding Young Person Award, Banyan city junior chamber,  

# Best Teacher Samman, International lions Club, 2016 

# Samman received from High Commission of India in Mauritius in 2013, 

# Nritya Visharad and Nritya Alankara.  

 

Mission statement: To touch as many young lives and inspire them in the realm of performing arts 

whereby enriching, preserving and dissemination of cultural ethos of our country... And ultimately 

contribute in the process of nation building. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PUBLIC RECOGNITION OF THE FOUNDATION 
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REACTIONS ON SOCIL MEDIA 

 

 Subha – (The Better Half)  

………………………………….  

One day last week, the students of drama and performing arts at the Horana Sripalee campus had 

done a beautiful job. This performance was done as the final result of a week-long workshop 

conducted by Professor Darshan Purohit from India. It is a beautiful puffing art based on the short 

story “Subha” by Rabindranath Tagore. Such a short story, if it is done as a short stage play or as a 

one-act teleplay… it is just a story where the actors and actresses talk a little bit. But the way such a 

story was brought to a performance is strange. The inside of the characters was perfectly adapted to 

the dance forms. Among the other events of the story, subtle places that we don’t think about were 

turned into characters and brought to the performance. Meanwhile, the story is flowing in a drama-

like manner. These plays were performed outside under a big tree. Even that tree was used 

beautifully in relation to performance. After watching the drama till the end without getting bored, 

the boys and girls were tired to the point where they were left with a big thrill in their hearts. But 

acting as a whole is blue! I think those children must have understood that acting is a subject that 

should be studied separately. I think it will be a good exercise for these boys and girls if they bump 

into “subha” more and more… In Sri Lanka, there are hardly any places where you can practice 

performing art work at university entrance… So, you have the freedom (or you have to find the 

freedom) to do all the spin dances only during the time you spend on campus. “Subha” 

Amphitheatre…, Arundhati…, Arundhati’s front yard… or how about sitting the audience on both 

sides of the stairs to the top of the hill and doing the performance… like… You can practice with 

Subha inside Sripalee. I don’t know if these boys and girls are interested in it. After the performance 

that day, while chatting, we learned that although there are about eighty children studying drama 

and performing arts, only forty children participated in the workshop. This is Sri Lanka. That’s it for 

everything, not everyone actively contributes to anything. So, I say, you are left with the better half If 

we make the most of it while we are on campus, we will be able to see beautiful work after coming 

out. In the past, when plays were shown at John de Silva, even if there were no children in the 

campus, the Sripalee campus bus would come with children to watch the play. I don’t know why that 

bus is not visible now. From that time, the children who came to Sripalee and the officials who were 

appointed to the administration had the desire to learn everything from the experience gained from 

the peripherals and work with them without being limited to the book. (Despite the situation now…)  

Thank you to teachers like Pujitha De Mel who are trying to show children a new world by bringing 

people like Darshan Purohit in the midst of all that!  

 

For all those who are tired with this bouquet of flowers… 💐  

 

FACEBOOK LIVE (CAMPUS RADIO OF UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBO) 
 

 https://www.facebook.com/share/v/aUHsy8MG6UENWkn1/?mibextid=oFDknk 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/DramaSL/permalink/10160357731283409/?app=f

bl 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/aUHsy8MG6UENWkn1/?mibextid=oFDknk


SUBS REVIEW 

Last Thursday presented a unique opportunity to witness a theatrical production titled "Subha" in a 

specially adapted venue, distinct from traditional theatres and not originally designed for standard 

theatrical purposes. The performance, orchestrated by students from the Department of 

Performance Art at Sripalee Campus, University of Colombo in Horana, was a brief yet inspiring 

piece. This production served as the culmination of a seven-day workshop on Performance Art for 

students, conducted by Darshan Purohit, Professor of Performance Arts at Maharaja Sayajirao 

University, Baroda, India. Under the guidance of Professor Purohit, the students brought to life 

Ravindranath Thakur's short story "Subha" with the support of Dr.  Amaali Perera, Head of the 

Department, Mr. Pujitha De Mel, and the entire faculty. 

The significance of this performance lies not only in its artistic expression but also in the innovative 

approach to venue selection. The adapted setting at Sripalee Campus, designed without the typical 

constraints of a theatrical space, facilitated an effortless flow for the audience. Fortunate to 

experience the production from a specially crafted vantage point, intentionally created without 

theatrical purposes in mind, we were exposed to a new dimension of theatrical presentation. This 

concept aligns with the theory introduced by the globally acclaimed theatre expert, Richard 

Schechne, which emphasizes elevating the audience experience through factors such as location, 

architecture, spatial design, audience positioning, and engagement levels. 

In contemplating the future of entertainment, it becomes evident that utilizing environment-specific 

locations as cost-effective alternative holds promise. This approach seeks to mitigate the negative 

impacts on the human psyche caused by economic and social uncertainties prevalent in our country. 

Now more than ever, it is imperative to focus on delivering high-quality entertainment that 

transcends traditional boundaries and embraces the potential of unconventional settings.  

 

සම්මත රංග අරමුණු සඳහා භාවිතා කිරීමම් කිසිදු මේතනාවකින් මතොරව මගොඩනගා ඇති කිසියම් වූ අයුරකින් 

රංග ශාලාවක් මනොමවන මවනත් සුවිමශේෂී ස්ථානයක මනොඑමසේනම් විමශේෂමයන් අනුවර්තනය කරන ලද 

ස්ථානයක  රඟ දක්වන්නට මයදුන නාටය ිෂෂ්ාාදනයක් නැරඹීමම් අවස්ථාවක් ාසුගිය බ්‍රහස්ාතින්දා උදාවුනා. 

ඒ මහොරණ පිහිටි මකොළඹ විශ්ව විදයාලමශ ‍රීාා ම මඩපඩාමශ රංග කලා අංශමශ සිසු සිසුවියන් විසින් ිරිපතාත් 

කරන ලද “සුභා” නම් වූ මකටි එමහත් නරඹන්නන් මවත මහත් ආශ්වාදයක් ලබාමදන ලද ිෂර්මාණයක්. 

රංගකලා  අංශමශ සිසු සිසුවියන් සඳහා  ාවත්වන ලද රංගකලාව පි මබඳ සත් රින වැඩමුළුවක් අවසානමශ දී 

එකී වැඩමුළුමේ අභයාසයක් මලස මමම ිෂෂා්ාදනය එ ද දක්වනු ලැවාවා.  ින්රියාමේ බමරෝඩාහි  මහාරාජා 

සයාජිරාඕ විශ්වවිදයාලමශ රංග කලාව පි දබඳ මහාචාර්ය දර්ශන් පුමරෝහිත් මේ මග මාන්වීම යටමත් 

රමේන්ද්‍රනාත් ටාූරර් තුමන්මේ  "සුභා" මකටිකතාව ඇසුපතන් කරන ලද මමම ිෂෂා්ාදනය සඳහා  ‍රීාා  

මඩපඩාමශ රංග කළා අංශ ප්‍රධාාී ආචාර්ය අමා ම මාමර්රා, පූජිත ද මමල්,ප්‍රමු  ආචාර්ය මඩපඩලමශ 

සියලුමදනා මේ මනොමද සහය ලැබී තිවානා. නාටයය නැරඹීම සඳහා ාැිණණ සිටි සියළු මදනා හට සරලව 

මතරුම්ගත හැකි අයුපතන් එහි රංග විනයාසමශ ගලා යාම අතිශය වැදගත්.   

ාපතසරය හා සබැඳිව රංග අරමුණු සඳහා භාවිතා කිරීමම් කිසිදු මේතනාවකින් මතොරව මගොඩනගා ඇති 

විමශේෂමයන් අනුවර්තනය කරන ලද ස්ථානයක  සිට එය නැරඹීමට ලැබීම අා ලද භාගයයක්. මලොව සුාතල 

ප්‍රවීණ නාටයයමේදී  Richard Schechne විසින් එ දදක්වන ලද මමම විමශේෂිත ස්ථාන තුල රංගන සිද්ධාාන්තය 

මගින් එම ස්ථානමශ  පිහිටීම, ගෘහ ිෂර්මාණ ශිල්ාය, අවකාශීය සැලසුම, මප්‍රේක්ෂක ස්ථානගත කිරීම සහ 

මප්‍රේක්ෂක සහභාත්ත්වමශ ප්‍රමාණය යන සියල්ල තු මන් මප්‍රේක්ෂකයන්ට ලැමබන අත්දැකීම් ිතා ිහල 

මානයකට මගනයනු ලබයි.අා රට තුලාවතින ආර්ථික සමාජයීය වයකුලලත්වය හරහා ිණිෂස් සිත් සතන් තුල 

ඇතිකරවනු ලබන විශාරි තත්වයන් මග හරවා ගැීම සඳහා අඩු වියදම් සංකල්ායක් මලස ාපතසර විමශේෂිත 



ස්ථාන මයොදාගිෂිණන් ිහල මට්ටමම් රසස්වාදනයක් ලබාදීම සඳහා උත්සුක විය යුතු කාලය එළඹ ඇති බව 

මමේ හැත්මයි     

Budget Report  

 

BUDGET FOR COLLABORATING PROJECT OF INDIA SRI LANKA FOUNDATION AND 

DEPARTMENT OF PERFORMING ARTS, SRI PALEE CAMPUS 

 

ITEM DESCRIPTION AMOUNT (LKR) 

Air ticket fee & Transport cost 
from Vadodara to Colombo, 

Colombo to Vadodara 
146881.51 

Videography  36200.00 

Sounds equipment  42000.00 

Purchasing Production Material  15000.00 

Costumes  40000.00 

Payment for the Professor  75,000.00 

TOTAL 355081.51 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


